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Overview

The research project, requiring library research and student research team generated computer output interpretation, shall involve multiple regression Analysis and/or time series analysis based on original or secondary data. Using your data, you are to construct and evaluate the statistical model, test the model and the assumptions underlying it, and summarize how well your model explains past behavior and/or predicts future occurrences. Identify and document similar research findings by referencing articles in which researchers have attempted to research topics similar to yours.  [Failure to identify research studies with similar topics implies that your team is conducting a groundbreaking, never-thought-of-before research.]  

Grading

Your written research project will be graded for statistical content as well as sentence structure, and readability.

Data Collection

Original data must be collected during the current semester for this class (Caution: data collected for another class is not acceptable).  If your research team used a questionnaire to collect primary data, a copy of the questionnaire must be included in the appendix of your report.

Report Submission

Each research team shall submit two (2) complete copies of their research project: one for grading and one for the instructor to retain. (Both copies of the research report must be in binders with a clear plastic front cover.) The instructor’s copy shall contain appropriate disks (disks are to be clearly labeled with project name and team member names). The manuscript of the report shall be in MS Word, the data shall be in Excel or Statgraphics, and the presentation shall be in PowerPoint. Ensure that the enclosed disks are placed in a plastic disk holder placed at the end of the report. 

Report Format
Your research project report is a formal report that shall consist of the following sections:


I.
Preliminary  




Title Page




Executive Brief




Table of Contents [show topics appearing in “Body of the Report.”


II.
Body of the Report



Purpose




Method




Findings and Conclusions




Recommendations for Future Research




Bibliography


III.
Addenda




Proposal




Data

Detailed explanations for the various sections:

· Title page.  The title page includes the title, authors, date, and name of person who requested the report. 

· Executive Brief.  A brief summary of the highlights of the report should be included at the beginning for the reader's benefit.  It provides an overview and simplifies understanding of a formal report.  This summary may be called a synopsis, epitome, executive brief, or abstract. Of these, executive brief or abstract is most used. A one-page abstract should be prepared for class members and shall include the title of the report and team member names. When the presentation schedule is published, you can determine the number of abstracts that you need to prepare, plus one for the instructor.

· Table of Contents.  Often called "contents," this table is an outline of report headings with page numbers listed.  A report heavy with graphics and tables might also include a "List of Figures" separate from the contents table.

· Body.  Within the body, the purpose and method of solution(s) steps are minor items in terms of space and are considered part of an introduction to a report.  The findings leading to the conclusion(s) consume the major portion of a report.  Recommendations for Future Research is the place to share the insights you gained while conducting your study.  If your research data results are not significant, your recommendations for future research become a major part of your report.

· Addenda.  The addenda to a report may include all research materials that are not necessary inclusions in the report body.  Addenda items may include bibliographies, list of endnotes, an index, copies of survey instruments, raw data, complex mathematical computations and formulas, legal documents, and a variety of items the writer presents to support the body of the report and the quality of the research.

In the body of the report, Method may follow Purpose if there is appropriate space on the page.  It is not necessary to start a new page for each heading.  Ensure that all tables and graphs are appropriately labeled.  

The next two pages show the format for the title and for the Table of Contents (TOC).  (The use of <   > is to show where title, names, dates, etc., are to appear (do not show the “<   >”.)  Page numbers appearing on the TOC are for demonstration only.  Be certain that your TOC is created with the  …  appearing in the proper, accepted, format.)

{Use Times New Roman 12-point font for manuscript, 

Title may be 14- or 16-point font; tables may be 10-point font.  

Double-space manuscript; tables should be single-spaced.

Appropriately insert labeled tables and graphs in body of report.}  
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